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DEDICATION  TO  THE  ELDERS. 


(By    Rhoda    Watson    SmyUh,    Manli,    Utah.) 

1\>  Tho  ^9tar, 

Thiin    art    oallM'      to    preach      the    Gcspel, 

Cal'l'il'  In  the  prime  of  youth. 
Gi>  fortlh,  my  no'l>le  'brethren  ! 

Help  spread   the  gospej'  of  truBh. 

Go   with    the  proclamation 

To  the  honest,  kind'  and  true. 
Tracli    others    their   salvation, 

As  it  has  'been  taught  to  you. 

God  toless  'thee,   my  young   orolher. 

And  guard   thee,   day  "by  day. 
That  you  may  tea'Cji  to  others, 

Tlhe  straigiht   and  narrow   way. 

Remember  thou,  the  promise, 

"I'is  a  promise  to  rely  on. 
"Thou  S'hait   stand  In  holy  p'laces. " 

When  you  return   to  Zion 

Oh,  strive  ithen,  to  be  faithful', 

Strive  always  to  be  true: 
Siet   otiiers  an    example 

In  what  you'd  have  them  do. 

Ane  when  your  mission's'  ended. 

And  baok  to  home  you  come. 
Many  old   friends  rally   round  .von 

To  rejoiced  o'er  "work  well  done." 

Think  not  your  work's  then  finished; 

Tliink   not  your  Jabor  o'er. 
Beoa'use   you've   preached   the   gospel 

On  some  far  distant  shore. 
>      iFi 
There  s  room  here   in   these  mountains 

To  spread  the  gospel  net. 
Among  the  youth  of  Zion 

In  our  lovely  deseret. 

God  bless  thine  every  effort. 

Thy  labors  crowned   success. 
M'lv   vou  fulfill   each  calling 

In  truth  and  rigihteousness. 


History  of  the  Southern  States  Mission. 

Thfi  Martyrdom  of  Joseph  Standing. 

Ky    Elder   John    Xlcholson. 
(Conitiuuedi  from   last   weik.i 

After  Rudger  had  lieen  at  home  aliout 
eight  months,  he  rocciveil  a  subpoena  is- 
sued by  the  Circuit  Court  of  Whitfield 
County,  Georgia,  reciulring  him  to  appear 
at  Dalton  the  following  Octolier  (ISSO). 
and  testify  in  the  cases  of  -lasp  'r  N.  Xa- 
tioiis.  Andrew  Bradley  and  Hugh  Blair, 
charged  with  tlie  killing  of  Joseph  Stand- 
ing. 

He  constilted  with  Presiilcnt  John  Tay- 
lor, who  informed  him  that  as  he  was  the 
person  who  would  have  to  nssunie  any 
personal  risk  that  might  be  involved  in 
the  matter,  he  desired  liim  to  go  or  not, 
as  he  might  elect.    He  decided  to  respond 


to  the  subpoena,   independent  of  any  re- 
gard for  his  personal  safety. 

Accordingly  he  made  his  appearance  in 
Dalton  in  September,  1880,  where  he  was 
joined  by  Elder  John  Morgan,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Southern  States  Mission. 

He  found  the  feeling  amongst  the  popu 
lace  of  that  place  to  be  exceedingly  bit- 
ter, there  being  imminent  danger  of  an 
outbreak  of  open  hostility.  He  had  a 
duty  to  perform,  however,  and  he  was 
determined  to  accomplish  it,  so  that  the 
people  of  the  State  of  Georgia  might  not 
have  it  to  say  that  the  murderers  of  Elder 
Standing  went   unwhipped   of  justice  be- 


Al-OlSiTl.E    RUDGER    C'LAWSSON. 

Who  Was  With  Joseph  Standing  When   the 

I,^!tcr   Was   Killed. 

cause  the  presecuting  witness  had  failed 
to  do  his  part  in  the  premises. 

At  I>alton,  Eudger  met  with  his  friend 
Henry  Holston.  He  h.-id  previously  in- 
formed that  gentieman  that  he  ■would  re- 
turn and  attend  the  trial.  He  never  for- 
got that  declaration.  Numbers  of  men, 
ou  account  of  the  inimical  feeling  thai 
had  been  -n-orked  up  against  Rudger,  de- 
clared he  would  never  come  back.  Hol- 
ston always  expressed  his  confidence  that 
he  would,  however,  although  one  man 
offered  to   bet  him   fifty   dollars   and   an- 


other a  horse  that  he  was  mistaken.  As 
may  be  imagined,  he  was  exceedingly 
pleased  to  find  his  expectation  vindicated 

In  the  meantime,  Mr.  Holstou  had 
passed  through  a  trying  ordeal,  which 
may  as  well  be  told,  as  near  as  can  i.e. 
in  his  own  words. 

He  said  to  Rudger: 

"After  you  left,  the  whole  community 
where  I  lived  turned  against  me,  so  that 
it  appeared  as  if  T  had  no  friends.  Those 
who  may  have  been  kindly  disposed  were 
afraid  to  exhibit  that  feeling,  because  of 
the  danger  of  their  incurring  the  same 
hatred  to  which  I  was  subjected.  My 
life  has  been  threatened  over  and  over 
again,  and  1  know  that  the  friends  of  the 
men  who  murdered  Standing  thirst  for 
my  blood. 

"I  have  been  constantly  on  the  watch, 
and  one  of  the  first  things  I  did  was  to 
increase  my  weapons  of  defense.  In  ad- 
dition to  my  gun,  I  procured  a  brace  of 
Colt's  navy  revolvers,  because  I  know- 
that  the  mobbers  might  attack  my  place 
any  niglit. 

"It  was  well  that  I  took  these  precau- 
tions. One  very  dark  night  J  went  to  a 
window  and  looked  out.  I  saw,  close  to 
the  gate  that  leads  into  the  yard,  a  m-m 
on  horseback,  silent  and  motionless.  1 
knew  he  was  not  alone,  and  was  wi  II 
aware  of  the  purpose  of  tlie  visit.  There 
is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  there  were 
other  nocturnal  visitors,  at  a  conveni'nt 
distance,  in  ambush.  1  did  not  he  i'  ite 
about  the  course  I  should  pursue.  1 
placed  my  revolver  at  full  cocU.  then 
brought  my  watch-dog,  a  large,  faithful 
animal,  to  my  side,  tjuick  as  a  flisli.  I 
opened  the  door.  The  dog  boundid 
through  the  opening,  flew  down  the  path 
and  made  a  spring  at  the  horseman.  The 
brute  barely  missed  his  aim. 

"In  the  meantime,  I  was  not  idle.  l''ol- 
lowing  close  upon  the  heels  of  the  dog  I 
ran  toward  the  gate,  firing  rapidly  at  the 
retreating  prowler,  who  sped  with  all  the 
fleetness  possible  until  the  sound  of  lii- 
horse's  hoofs  ceased  to  fall  upon  the  ear. 
I  knew  that  he  and  hi^  ( ompanions— who 
ever  they  were — would  trouble  nie  no 
more  that  night,  as  they  were  doubtUss 
much  more  scared  than  1  was. 

"If  that  dog  had  got  a  liold  on  that 
fellow  he  never  would  have  let  go.     He 
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Hiiiild  liMVc  di'MKRcd  him  to  tlio  cnrlh 
.•iiid  T,  w.imld  have  done  tlie  rest.  I  should 
coflaiiily  have  killed  liini.  I  would  have 
lieen  viiidieated  in  doing  so,  as  there  i-^ 
a  law  of  Georsia  which  protects  a  person 
who  slays  anolher  undw  circunistanoes 
of  that  character. 

"I  know  that  my  life  is  in  danjter,  and 
if  any  of  these  men  come  upon  my  prem 
isos  I  shall  shoot  them  down   like  ilo:4S  ' 

No  one  who  niisht  hear  his  recilal.  see 
his  frleaming  eyes  as  he  spoke,  ai:d  ob 
serve  the  manner  in  which  he — according 
to  his  habit  when  speaking  resolntoly— 
l)nshed  the  fingers  of  his  right  hand 
throngh  his  sandy  hair,  making  it  stand 
erect  and-  causing  it  to  add  to  the  fierce- 
ness of  his  aspect,  had  any  reason  to 
donbt  his  assertion.  He  was  known  to 
be  courageous  and  determined,  an  doubt- 
less his  enemies  were  afraid  of  him.  Had 
it  not  been  for  those  characteristics  he 
would  probably  not  have  been  alive  to 
tell  of  this  night  adventure.  He  said, 
however,  that  his  position  was  so  unsafe 
that  he  would  be  obliged  to  leave  that 
part  of  the  country,  and  it  is  understood 
that  he  subsequently  did  so. 

It  was  stated  in  an  earlier  part  of  this 
narrative  that  Riidger  was  favorably  im- 
pressed with  the  sheriff  of  AVhitfield 
County,  but  felt  otherwise  regarding  his 
more    undemonstrative    deputy. 

He  met  the  latter  at  Oalton,  and  ac- 
cording to  a  statement  made  by  him  the 
estimate  of  the  relative  character  of  the 
two  men  was  iiicorrect. 

It  often  occurs  in  life  that  men  who 
Iwast  the  most  about  their  capabilities 
and  intentions  show  to  the  least  advmt- 
age  when  it  comes  to  actual  work.  These 
loud  individuals  are,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  too  frequently  measured  from 
the  basis  of  their  pretentions.  The  con- 
sequence is  that  the  estimate  is  generally 
much  more  capacious  than  the  article  to 
which  it  refers.  On  the  other  hand  thos" 
who  are  reticent  about  what  they  nre 
capable  of  and  purpose  doing  are  the  mc 
to  act  in  an  emergency.  Tet  their  mod- 
esty, exhibited  ahead  of  the  attainment 
of  any  specified  undertaking,  occasionally 
causes  them  to  be  placed  below  par  in 
comparative  estimation. 

The  story  told  by  the  deputy  retrnrding 
the  capture  of  the  three  murderers  shortiv 
to  be  put  on  their  trial  was  not  only  re- 
lated with  unequivocal  directness,  but  no 
ciroimstance  subsenucTitly  learned  ap- 
peared in  the  least  degree  to  tarnish  its 
truthfulness.  It  is  herewith  given,  as  re- 
lated  by  the  officer: 

"When  the  sheriff,  nivself  and  nosse 
left  Holston's  on  the  night  of  the  dnv 
that  Standing  was  murdered,  we  had 
gone  but  a  short  distance  when  the  chief 
otTicer  of  the  party  said  to  me:  'I  guess 
■we  had  bet"ter  give  up  the  id"a  of  himting 
the  men  who  Idlled  "Standing.  The  man 
fhev  murdered  was  only  n  "Mormon." 
and  it  doesn't  mitter  fbout  the  peri^etra- 
tors  being  brought  to  .iustice." 

"T  replied:  'On  the  contrary  I  think  it 
matters  a  grent  deal,  and  if  yon  do  not 
pursue  those  men  and  do  all  in  ynuv 
power  to  arrest  them  I  shall  report  you  to 
the  court.' 

"This  had  the  effect  of  intimidatiTig 
the  sheriff.  We  traveled  all  that  nigh\ 
going  over  the  border  into  Tennessee, 
and  all  the  next  day.  In  the  evening  W' 
came  in  sight  of  an  isolated  house,  and 
satisfied  ourselves,  by  indisputable  evi- 
dence, that  some  of  the  men  we  wanted 


were  within.  We  took  no  immediate 
steps,  but  .surrounded  the  house  and 
waited  till  next  morning. 

"At  daylight  a  meniber  ol'  our  jiosse 
was  sent  to  the  door  lo  demand  the  sur- 
render of  the  men  we  were  after.  A 
woman  appeared,  she  denied  that  they 
were  there.  She  was  told,  however, 
that  we  knew  they  were  secreted  in  the 
house,  and  th.-it  if  they  did  not  come  oui 
the  posse  wouM  fire  into  the  building. 

"This  had  the  di^sired  effect,  for  in  a 
short  time  Andrew  Bradley,  .Jasper  N 
Nations  and  Hugh  I'.lair  came  out  and 
surrendered. 

"The  news  of  the  capture  sjircail. 
through  the  neighborhood  like  wilil-tire, 
and  in  a  short  time  a  crowd  collected,  the 
people  coming  from  every  direction.  They 
were  greatly  excited,  and  threats  of  a 
rescue  were  made.  We  were  told  that 
we  would  never  reach  the  jail  with  the 
prisoners. 

"The  sheriff  was  overawed  and  passive, 
and  the  situation  critical.  I  was  forced, 
under  the  circumstances,  to  assume  the 
lead. 

"  'You  shall  see  whether  we  will  take 
them  to  .iail,'  T  exclaimed. 

"We  placed  the  three  prisoners  on  as 
many  horses.  This  done  they  were 
brought  close  together,  abreast.  We  then 
took  a  chain  and  fasten "d  it  aronml  the 
neck  of  each,  by  means  of  looping,  se- 
cured by  padlocks. 

"Turning  to  the  threatening  crowd,  1 
said:  We  shall  take  these  men  to  prison 
or  they  shall  die.  The  first  movement 
toward  their  rescue  shall  be  the  signal 
for  us  to  shoot  them  down,  and  after  tha^ 
we  will  fight  for  our  lives. 

"We  then  started  for  Dalton.  and  h'T- 
ing  necessarily  to  travel  slowly,  were  a 
considerable  time  on  the  way.  We  reached 
there  without  being  molested,  however, 
although  the  chances  appeared  strong 
when  the  capture  was  made  that  there 
would  be  trouble  and  Woodshed. 

"?>hortly  after  they  were  placed  in  iail. 
the  prisoners  were  released  on  furnisliinT 
bail  to  the  amount  of  ?".rOO  each." 

Rndger  met  the  three  i>iurderers  sev- 
eral times  on  the  streets.  He  reco'-'nized 
them  at  once  as  members  of  the  gang 
who  committed  the  bloody  crime.  Na- 
tions was  about  .'^5  years  old,  tall,  dark 
and  swarthy,  and  wore  a  pointed  b'ack 
beard.  Bradley  was  aged  about  4.^  years 
and  of  heavy  build.  He  had  a  broad  face 
and  large  nose,  being  altogether  a  ciar^e 
and  brutal  appearing  specimen  of  human 
ity.  Blair  was  aged  about  30  years,  and 
had  a  boyish,  immature  apmoarance. 

Elder  Ciawson  went  before  the  grand 
jury  and  told  the  story  of  the  murder. 
Henry  Holston.  Mary  Hamlin  and  .To'ia- 
than  Owensby  also  testified  before  the 
same  body.  The  result  was  tliat  the  three 
men  accused  were  indicted  on  three 
counts — murder  in  the  first  degree,  man- 
s'laugliter.  and  riot.  The  reason  for  this 
tripartite  action  was  that,  in  ease  the  de- 
fendants should  be  acquitted  on  the  most 
serious  charge,  they  might  be  cnnvicted 
of  one  of  the  others. 

The  finding  of  a  true  bill  in  the  case 
caused  considerable  surprise,  as  it  was 
popularly  expected  that  the  charges  would 
be  ignored. 

Budger  and  Elder  Mortran  had  an  in- 
terview with  Solicitor-General  .\.  T. 
Hackett,  in  charge  of  the  prosecution 
That  officer  seemed  to  be  fairminded  and 
expressed  his  purpose  to  use  every  legiti- 


mate effort  lo  biing  the  murderers  to  jus- 
tice. The  brethren  also  seenrcd  the  ser 
vices  in  bidialf  of  the  prosecution,  of  Col, 
W.  R.  Moore,  an  attorm-y  of  estahlished 
ability. 

Five  .■itt<irneys  were  engaged  on  the 
side  of  the  defense. 

In  a  few  days  the  trial  of  .lasper  N.  Na 
tions    was    begun,    .ludge    .\Ic( 'utclien,    .a 
genlleman  about  (in  years  old,  and  some- 
what   similar   in    personal    appearance    to 
•fudge  C.  S.  Zane,  was  on  the  brnch. 

Considerable  lime  was  consumed  ijj  pro 
curing  a  jury.  Aljoul  one  huudrial  .jnd 
fifty  men  were  examined  before  a  full 
panel  was  obtained.  The  dillicnlly  arose 
from  a  general'  reluctance  to  serve  on  the 
case.  Notwithstanding  the  pii]iul  ir  fi  e'- 
ing  in  favor  of  the  accusi  d,  d'>nlit:ess  it 
was  widely  believed  they  were  guilty 
The  disinclination  to  sit  on  the  jury  was 
evidently  caused  by  the  fact  that  the  po- 
sition presented  a  probable  dilemma, 
neither  horn  of  which  was  attractive.  To 
decide  against  the  accused— should  the 
evidence  warrant  it— would  subject  the 
jury  to  a  storm  of  popular  anger;  to  find, 
in  that  situation,  in  favor  of  the  defend- 
ants and  thus  act  in  opposition  to  the  l.-iw 
and  the  facts  would  place  a  man  in  whrnii 
there  existed  a  scintilla  of  cnnsi  ien(  e.  in 
an  unpleasant  position.  To  avoid  either 
contingency  the  worming-out  lu-ocess  on 
various  subterfuges  was  liberally  resorted 
to. 

When  the  panel  of  twelve  nun,  sup- 
posed to  be  "good  and  true."  was  filled,  a 
glance  sufficed  to  create  the  impression 
that  the  box  included  a  Vi'ry  hard-looking 
set. 

In  cases  involving  the  guilt  of  three  or 
more  per.sons,  the  law  of  Georgia  allows 
a  separate  trial,  to  each,  should  he  so 
elect,  and  the  introduction  of  the  other 
accused  persons  as  witnesses.  This  liu" 
of  action  was  adopted  by  the  defendants, 
and  .Jasper  N.  Nations  was  first  plac-ed 
on  trial  on  the  count  of  the  indictment 
charging  murder  in  the  first  degree. 

The  interest  in  thi'  case  was  so  intense 
that  it  was  said  to  be  unparalhded  in  tha' 
part  of  the  country.  As  a  consequence 
the  court-room  was  crowded  to  exc  ss 
during  each  session. 

Among  the  five  lawyers  engaged  on  the 
defense  was  a  young  attorney  named 
WiUiamson.  He  was  unusually  tall  and 
slender.  He  vras  fair,  with  light  hair 
and  a  moustache  of  similar  hue.  He 
seemed  to  be  as  dotingly  fond  of  the  lat- 
ter article  as  the  average  maiden  lady  of 
uncertain  age  of  a  favorite  cat.  and  as 
frequently  caressingly  stroked  it. 

This  was  his  first  case,  as  he  was  ju.st 
launching  out  into  the  troubled  sea  which 
opens  up  to  the  ambitious  youth  who  as- 
pires to  such  legal  honors  as  were  at- 
tained by  a  Blackstone,  a  Marshall  or  a 
Black.  He  was  evidently  inflated  at  the 
sudden  prominence  in  which  he  found 
himself.  He  asunied  a  look  of  solemn 
gravity,  and  made  himself  what  is  vul- 
garly called  "numerous,"  to  the  no  small 
amusement  of  some  of  the  spectators 
shrewd  enough  to  penetrate  the  flims.v 
crust  of  ostentation  in  which  the  deluded 
young  man  enveloped  himself. 

He  was  full  of  suggestions,  and  kept 
stretching  his  neck,  a  la  crane,  to  catch 
with  nice  accuracy  some  statement  that 
was  being  made.  Then  he  would  lean 
over  the  table  and  whisiier,  with  an  air 
of  mystery,  some  supposed  important  hmt 
to   associate  counsel.     Following  up   this 
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lino  of  iicliun  lie  wmilfi  express  liiinsclf 
opeiilj-  iipDii  some  point  with  a  ninniier 
which  iiidicatcil  thai  when  he  vcnlureiJ 
upon  an  clufidation  il  (jiight  to  bi'  th  ■ 
cnil  ot  controversy.  Then  he  would  walk 
over  to  where  some  niemlier  of  tlie  har 
was  sealcil  and  make  some  facetious  con- 
fidential remark,  proilucing  a  mechanical 
smile  upon  the  face  of  his  listener,  who 
evidently  supposed  he  was  expecti^d  to 
indicate  that  he  had  heard  somethins 
which  embodied  a  vein  of  hunmr.  Then 
the  young  fellow  would  stride  to  and  trii 
across  the  bar  with  his  hands  deep  down 
in  his  breeches  pockels,  excejit  w^hen  one 
was  occasionally  withdrawn  in  order  to 
pass  it  through  his  hair,  to  make  it  stand 
U])  and  give  the  person  whose  head  it 
adorned  a  more  severely  iiitelh'Ctual  ap- 
pearance, his  eyebrows  beins  meanwhile 
kiiitled  after  the  manner  of  a  man  cui- 
templating  a  diUicuIl  problem  for  the  pur- 
pose of  clearing  up  its  more  mysterious 
depths. 

To  the  reader  who  has  freqm>nted  the 
Third  .Tudicial  District  Court  of  Utah, 
this  picture  will  not  appear  to  be  over- 
drawn, for  there  occasionally  has  its 
counterpart  beeU'  presented.  We  have 
seen  it  scver.il  times  repeated. 

WWIe  the  trial  was  in  progress  the  editor 
of  the  Atlanta  Constitution,  one  of  the 
most  inHuenlial  papers  published  in  Geor 
gia,  paid  a  personal  visit  to  Dalton.  for 
the  express  purpose  of  getting  a  clear 
statement  of  the  facts.  He  secured  the 
assistance  of  Mr.  Williamson,  the  yo.ing 
attorney,  who  was  not  only  wiJini;  bht 
eager  to  write  an  article  on  the  subject. 
He  did  so  and  placed  it  in  the  hands  of 
the  editor. 

The  latter  called  at  the  liotel  where 
Kudger  and  Elder  Morgan  were  stopping 
and  handed  to  them  Williamson's,  stati- 
ment,  at  the  same  time  giving  them  the 
privilege  of  correcting  any  inaccuracie- 
that  it  might  embody  and  of  making  any 
additions  that  they  might,  from  their 
knowledge  of  the  facts,  deem  necessary. 

This  offer  was  gladly  accepted,  as  the 
statement  was  discolored,  distorted  and 
altogether  far  from  being  fair.  It  was 
specially  penned  so  as  to  favor  the  de- 
fendants. Misstatements  were  corrected 
and  additions  made,  and  by  the  time  it 
passed  into  the  hands  of  the  editor  again 
it  was  pretty  thoroughly  metamorphised, 
and  presented  a  fair  and  just  elucidation 
of  the  tragedy,  and  facts  connected  with 
it. 

Xext  day  Mr.  Williamson  carried  the  in 
disputable  appearance  of  a  man  laboring 
under  an  attack  of  abstraction.  His  mind 
was  evidently  not  on  the  case  in  progress. 
He  was  restless  and  anxious.  There  was 
something  that  he  esteemed  to  be  weighty 
resting  upou  his  mind.  The  fact  is  hj 
was  impatiently  looking  for  the  arrival  of 
the  latest  issue  of  the  Atlanta  I  onsiiiu- 
tion.  He  cast  occasional  furtive  giauccs 
toward  the  door,  and  at  bist  he  was  re- 
lieved by  the  appearance  thereat  of  the 
festive  newsboy.  He  darted  toward  him. 
secured  a  copy,  plunged  into  a  chair  and 
began  the  perusal  of  his  alleged  article. 

These  movements  were  watched  with 
some  amusement  by  Rudger.  The  reader 
of  the  paper  appeared  to  get  along  well 
enough  until  he  reached  a  point  below 
the  first  paragraph,  when  his  face  became 
clouded.  As  he  progressed  the  facial 
darkness  deepened.  He  east  a  half-in- 
ipiiring,  half-indignant  glance  at  Rudger, 
but  the  latter  was  looking  innoceutlv  into 


space,  as  if  oblivious  to  any  of  his  .sur- 
roundings, lie  then  put  the  paper  down 
a  moment;  took  it  up  again;  read  a  little 
more;  made  a  retiiark  to  a  brother  attor- 
ney, and  finally  gave  up  the  prrustil  of 
the  sheet  with  a  look  of  disgust,  bi'iiig 
the  effect  of  the  conclusion  he  had  by  this 
time  reached — that  the  editor  of  the  Con- 
stitution evidently  had  neither  <oiilidence 
in  his  veracity  nor  his  literary  ability. 

The  reason  why  the  editor  submitted 
Williamson's  article  to  Kudger  and  Elder 
•Morgan  for  revisiiui  and  correct. on  was 
ascertained  by  them.  Certain  scandalous 
statements  in  reference  to  Joseph  Stand- 
ing had  appeared  in  the  Constitution  som, 
iiionllis  before  the  iiiiirdcr.  'the  cdiior 
KubseLiuenlly  dis.  overed  that  they  w.  re 
totally  untrue  and  he  took  this  course  tor 
the  purpose  of  atoning  in  some  degree 
lor  the  injury  he  had  iu:idvertenlly  Uopt 
to  an  innocent  man.  // 

(To   be   continued.) 


How  to  Combat  Mormonlsm. 

Last  May  Rev.  W.  W.  Anksworth  pub- 
lished in  the  Christian  Advocate  a  series 
of  suggestions  as  to  the  best  means  of 
couibatiug  tlie  Mormons.  His  plans  is 
certainly  a  novel  one,  and  one  that  we 
would  indeed  be  glad  to  have  adojited. 
We  give  his  article  space  and  hop  •  i; 
may  be  read  by  all  in  whose  hands  this 
paper  falls.  Will  say  mcidenlally :  All 
the  works  or  text  books  that  he  has  noted 
may  be  had  at  this  othcc,  and  any  person 
who  desires  to  "master  and  preach  .Mor- 
uionism"  we  will  help  them  in  their  study. 
Will  furnish  tracts  and  otlier  literature 
that  will  be  of  vast  assistance  in  their 
labors.  Moreover,  we  will  agree  to  not 
withhold  any  book  on  doctrines  or  teach- 
ings as  are  taught  or  practiced  by  the 
Mormons;  to  anyone's  opinion  the  cou- 
traiT  notwithstanding. — Ed. 

At  the  risk  of  saying  something  super- 
fluous 01  the  much  discussed  matter  of 
the  Latler-Day  Saints,  1  submit  a  fe\N 
thoughts  from  a  personal  expericuci 
stretching  throughout  one  year,  on  how 
to  successfully  meet  the  attacks  of  the 
Saints.  1  say  successfully,  for  1  am  sat- 
isfied that  by  the  right  method  they  cm 
be  turned  down  in  any  place.  And  the 
work  can  be  done  by  anybody.  The  on- 
slaught is  made  on  our  weaker  charges, 
often  against  our  younger  men.  But  none 
need  be  dismayed.  And  1  believe  any 
one  may  profit  by  the  year's  experience 
of  the  writer. 

How'  not  to: 

1.  You  can't  pray  them  out.  It's  a 
matter  of  instruction.  (July  the  older 
men  and  women  remember  anything 
about  Joe  Smith  and  Mormonism.  The 
people  must   be   informed. 

2.  You  can't  revival  them  out.  I  tried 
that.  Three  whole  weeks  we  ran  couutec 
meetings  at  the  same  four  corners.  The 
Saint  beat  me  in  sustaining  interest  and 
drawing  the  crowd.  The  Saint  Mission- 
aries are  shrewd,  subtle,  able  fellows, 
and  in  most  instances  will  tower  above 
our  ordinary  men.  After  three  weeks  1 
saw  that  I  was  beaten  at  that  game,  and 
adapted  a  more  successful  method. 

3.  You  can't  ignore  them  out.  Silence 
is  doubtless  golden,  but  the  preacher,  es- 
pecially the  Methodist  preachers,  who 
sits  by  and  sees  inroads  made  upon  his 
work  by  the  Saints,  is  either  a  laggard 
or  a  coward.  In  either  case  he  is  un- 
worthy of  his  robes.  There  are  in  any 
community  many  uninformed,  innocent, 
unsuspecting  souls,  especially  sisters,  who 
can  be  easily  wrought  upon  and  preju- 
diced by  the  smooth,  wily  Saint,  and  it 
is  our  work  to  open  their  eyes  to  what 
is  behind.  Unless  the  pastor  exerts  him- 
self, and  that  right  speedily,  they  will  be 
lured  away  and  lost. 

4.  Don't  debate.  This  may  sound 
strange.  But  is  it  good  advice  just  tiie 
same.  Debating  is  peculiar  work.  It  is 
an  art  all  by  itself.  M;iny  successful 
preachers  are  not  debaters.  Few  debaters 
are   successful   preachers.     If   you    know- 


thai  you  have  the  gift  of  debate,  go 
ahead.  iJut  even  then  it  is  not  the  best 
way;  at  least  seldom  so.  Saint  Mission- 
aries are  tried  and  gifted  debaters.  Re 
careful  how  you  crosx  swords  with  them 
or  they  may  whip  the  life  out  of  you  and 
carry  away  the  whole  community  in  their 
hejirts. 

0.  Don't  expect  too  much.  You  may 
lose  a  few.  'J'hey  will  have  some  fol- 
lowers anyway.  In  spite  of  all  the  tem- 
peran  e  work  tlii^re  is  some  drinking  yet. 
So  some  may  join  the  Saints. 

How  to  do  it: 

1.  Begin  the  very  day  the  Saint 
Ijreacher  begins.  Earlier  if  you  hear  of 
uis  appointments  ahead.  They  will  not 
undertake  an  even  hght  if  you  tight  right. 
I'art  of  their  work  is  done  by  making 
friends.  They  practice  every  imaginable 
wile  and  trick  to  get  into  people's  hearts. 
That  is  to  get  people  to  like  them  per- 
sonally. If  you  begin  at  once,  you  head 
them  off  on  this  line,  which  is  very  im- 
portant. 

'J.  Master  and  preidi  .Murmonism  as 
il  is.  You  will  hud  it  only  in  the  -Mor- 
mon Bibles:  "Bucik  of  Moriiioii,"  "Book 
of  Doctrine  and  Covenants,"  'The  In- 
spired Translation  of  the  Bible."  These 
are  their  true  books  of  revelation.  Other 
books  will  be  helpful.  But  these  arc  all- 
important.  These  are  the  only  books 
that  will  defeat  the  Saints  at  their  own 
work.  1  defy  an  angel  from  heaven  to 
down  the  Saints  in  a  community,  without 
these  books.  With  these  books,  any 
schoolboy  is  too  much  for  tlii'm.  .Just  get 
these  books,  study  them,  take  them  into 
your  pulpit,  read  their  black  and  woeful 
cuutents  to  any  American  audience,  and 
they  will  drop  Saintisui  as  though  it  were 
burning  brimstone  from  the  pit.  Voii 
may  think  this  cynical  and  foolish.  But 
if  you  have  to  go  through  the  light  you 
will  understand.  These  fellows  come  in 
with  our  Bibles  in  their  hand,  denying 
that  they  have  other  Bibles.  They  get 
their  converts  baptized  and  steeped  in 
prejudice  against  the  church  and  (  hris- 
tians  before  they  say  anything  of  these 
books  at  all.  Converts  to  Saintism  can 
be  found  on  my  charge  today,  converts 
of  two  years"  standing,  who  will  deny 
that  the  Saints  believe  in  these  books. 
These  books  should  be  bought  and  mas- 
tered now,  before  the  light  comes  on.  li- 
the Saint  Missionary  has  not  been  in  on 
you  yet,  it's  only  a  matter  of  time  till  hf 
comes. 

;j.  Don't  take  up  unnecessary  issues 
with  them.  For  instance,  the  Missionary 
will  say:  "I'lease  don't  call  me  a  Mor- 
mon. I  am  not  a  Mormon.  1  am  a  f. af- 
ter-Day Saint."  All  right,  call  them 
Saints.  Show  up  Saintism,  and  soon  the 
people  will  see  that  Saintism  is  as  bad  :'s 
Mormonism;  in  fact,  the  same  thing. 
Again  they  will  attack  the  church  and 
John  Wesley.  But  the  church  and  Wes- 
ley can  take  care  of  themselves,  for  all 
the  Saints.  Again  they  preach  immer- 
sion as  the  true  baptism.  Don't  dispute 
it  with  them.  Let  the  Baptists  have  all 
the  consolation  there  is  in  this  agreement 
with  the  Saints.  Keep  to  Mormonism  as 
found  in  those  books.  Don't  -be  side- 
tracked. 

4.  Do  the  work  yourself.  Nothing  can 
give  a  man  such  a  grip  on  any  community 
as  to  defeat  the  Saints.  After  the  smoke 
has  cleared  away,  the  pastor  finds  every 
man  is  his  friend.  To  delegate  this  work 
is  sometimes  necessary,  but  always  hurt- 
ful to  the  influence  of  the  pastor,  thai  is, 
it  advertises  his  incompetency.  It  is  a 
task  where  a  specialist  is  lu.t  ri'ally  ne- 
cessary if  the  proper  method  be  pur- 
sued. 

5.  Keep  sweet,  cheerful,  kind,  patient. 
Be  kind  and  civil  to  the  enemy.  Invite 
him  down  to  dinner.  That  is.  use  his 
own  methods  on  himself. 

Victorj-  is  as  sure  as  that  you  begin 
the  conflict.  The  American  people  are 
not  sufficiently  degraded  to  endorse  the 
Mormon  Bibles,  which  tell  us  that  we 
shall  not  commit  adultery,  unless  God 
wills  to  raise  up  offspring  to  his  servants, 
in  which  case  he  will  make  it  known — 
otherwise  obey  the  Do  trine  Book  of 
Mormon. 
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ARTICLES  OF  FAITH 

OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  JESUS  CHRIST  OF 
LATTER-DAY  SAINTS. 

1.  We  believe  in  (Jod  the  Eternal  Father,  and  ic  Hia  Son 
JeeuB  Christ,  and  in  the  Holy  Ohost. 

2.  We  believe  that  men  will  be  punished  for  their  own 
einB,  and  not  for  Adsro's  tranegreBBioa. 

3.  We  believe  that,  through  the  atonement  of  ChriBt,  all 
mankind  may  be  saved,  by  obedience  te  the  laws  and  ordi- 
nancea  of  the  Gospel. 

4.  We  believe  that  the  first  principles  and  ordinances  of 
the  Gospel  are:  First,  Faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Ubrist ;  second. 
Repentance;  third,  Baptism  by  immerBion  for  the  reoiission 
of  sine  ;  fourth,  Laying  on  of  Hands  for  the  Gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost, 

6.  We  believe  that  a  man  must  be  called  of  God,  by 
"  prophecy,  and  by  the  laying  on  of  bands,"  by  those  who  are 
in  authority,  to  preach  the  gospel  and  administer  in  the  ordi- 
naaces  thereof. 

6.  We  believe  in  the  same  organization  that  existed  in 
the  primitive  church — namely.  Apostles,  Prophets,  Pastors, 
Teachers,  Evangelists,  etc. 

.7.  We  believe  in  the  gift  of  tongues,  prophecy,  revelation, 
visions,  healing,  interpretation  of  tongues,  etc. 

6.  We  believe  the  Bible  to  be  the  word  of  God,  as  far  as  it 
is  translated  correctly;  we  also  believe  the  Book  of  Mormon 
to  be  the  word  of  God. 

9.  We  believe  all  that  God  has  revealed,  all  that  He  doea 
now  reveal,  und  we  believe  that  He  will  yet  reveal  many  great 
and  important  things  pertaining  to  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

10.  We  believe  in  the  literal  gathering  of  Israel  and  in  the 
restoration  of  the  Ten  Tribes;  that  Zion  will  be  built  upon 
this  (the  American)  continent;  that  Christ  will  reign  person- 
ally upon  the  earth,  and  that  the  earth  wilt  be  renewed  and 
receive  its  paradisiacal  glory. 

XJ.  We  claim  the  privilege  of  worshiping  Almighty  God 
According  to  the  dictates  of  our  conscience,  and  allow  all 
men  the  same  privilege,  let  them  worship  how,  where,  op  what 
they  may, 

12.  We  believe  in  being  subject  to  kings,  presidents,  rulers, 
and  magistrates  ;  in  obeying,  honoring  and  sustaining  the  law. 

13.  We  believe  in  being  honest,  true,  chaste,  benevolent, 
virtuous,  and  in  doing  good  to  all  men;  indeed,  we  may  say 
that  we  follow  the  admonition  of  Paul,  "W©  believe  all  things, 
we  hope  all  things,"  we  have  endured  many  things,  and  hope 
to  be  able  to  endure  all  things.  If  there  is  anything  virtuous, 
lovely,  or  of  good  report  or  praisewor:hy,  we  seek  ^ter  the*"* 
thiD28,^IOSEPH  SMITH. 


Elders.  James  W.  Duffin  and  John  Allen 
of  the  Virginia  conference,  are  entitled  to 
a  complimentary  notice  for  some 
heavy  work  they  have  recently  accom- 
nlished  in  Matthews  county,  Virginia, 
results:  M.  W.  913,  F.  V.  944,  F.  R.  101. 
R.  F.  :^7,  R.  E.  50,  T.  Ufaii.  D.  909,  B.  S. 
289,  B.  L.  9,  B.  O.  0,  M.  H.  155,  G.  C. 
690.  G.  I  J.  51.  This  gives  them  an  aver- 
age of  (per  week)  of  20  books  and  10 
meetings  for  a  straight  period  of  fourteen 
weeks.  If  every  pair  of  Elders  in  the 
mission  were  to  work  like  this  who  can 
tell  the  results?  This  report  includes 
four  Book  of  M/ormons,  seven  Blue  Books 
and  278  Red  Books.  How  about  sub- 
scribers to  The  Star? 


This  office  has  the  discussion  between 
Orson  Pratt  and  Dr.  Newman  ou  the 
■nuestion'.  "Does  the  Bible  Sanction  Po- 
lygamy.?'* 


A  PREDICTIO 
ITS  FULFI 


TION  Cl^VAV     bark    in 

LAMENT.      f-\  „,„„  „«     '      , 


tlic 

tnoic 

yciirs  agd, 

there  lived  in  Switzerland  an  old  fjontleman; 
iin  an'lior  and  evimgelist  named  Lutius  (ira- 
tino.  Among  otliiTS  of  his  works  is  one  call'  d 
"Hope  of  Zion,"  published  in  the  year 
nan  at  Basel,  Switzerland.  Some  time 
ago,  one  oC  our  niissionarie.s,  Klder  fieo. 
M.  Piekup,  of  I'rovo,  while  traveling 
through  that  country  chanced  to  visit 
the  Basal  university,  and,  seeing  this 
work,  he  examined  it,  and  was  gratified 
to  find  the  following  bearing  on  a  subject 
that  was,  to  say  the  least,  interesting,  if 
not  a  divinely  inspired  docunieut.  It 
reads  as  follows: 

"The  old  true  gospel  and  tihe  gifts  thereof 
are  lost.  False  d'ootrlnes  orevail  in  every 
church  and  in  aM  the  lands.  All  we  can 
do  is  to  exSiort  the  people  to  be  Just,  fear 
God  and  s'hua  evil  and  to  pray,  pray,  pray. 
Prayer  and  purity  may  cause  an  angel  to 
Tislt  a  deep  and  distressed  soul.  But  1 
tell  you  that  God  im  one  hundred  years 
will  again  have  spoken.  He  will  restore 
the  old  ohnrcih  agadn.  I  see  a  little  people 
led  toy  a  prophet  and  faithful  elder.  They 
aire  persecuted,  burnt  out,  and  murdered, 
but  in  a  valley  that  lies  on  the  Kliores  of 
a  great  laJse.  There  tlhey  will  grow  and 
make  &  toeautifui  (Herliek)  land,  have  a 
Temple  of  magnificent  splendor,  and  also 
possess  the  old  priesthood,  with  apostiea, 
prophets,  teachers,  and  deacons.  From 
every  nation  will  the  true  believers*  be 
gathered  by  apeedy  messengers.  And  then 
wi'U  tihe  God  Almighty  speak  to  the  diso- 
bedient natiomg  with  thunder,  lightning 
and  distruction  such  as  never  heard  of  in 
histoi'y  .before.' 

The  antiquity  of  the  work,  with  its 
strange  predictions,  is  unmistakable,  and 
the  book  may  be  seen  at  the  university 
mentioned.  Basel  is  a  town  of  over  TO,- 
UOO  population,  located  in  the  extreme 
northern  portion  of  Switzerland. 

The  literal  fulfillment  of  this  marvelous 
prophecy  may  be  seen  by  even  a  cursory 
e.vamination  of  the  history  of  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints.  An 
"angel  did  visit  a  deep  and  distressed 
soul."  bringing  joy  and  happine.ss  to  over 
400,000  more.  G-od  has  indeed  "spoken" 
again.  He  has  surely  restored  the  "old 
church  again."  The  little  band  of  people 
was  "certainly  led  by  a  prophet  and  the 
faithful  Elder."  The  people  led  by  this 
prophet  were  decidedly  "persecuted, 
burned  out  and  (many  of  them)  mur- 
dered," including  the  prophet.  They  did 
"settle  in  a  valley  near  a  great  lake." 
They  have  "grown"  and  made  "the  deser- 
et  blossom  as  a  rose."  They  have  "built 
Temples  of  magnificent  splendor."  They 
do  possess  the  "old  priesthood,  with  apos- 
tles, prophets,  teachers  and  deacons."  and 
their  numbers  include  "true  believers 
from  every  nation."  The  "speedy  mes- 
sengers" are  hastening  their  efforts  to 
warn  all  the  world  before  the  "God  Al- 
mighty" shall  speak  to  the  disobedient 
nations  with  thunder,  lightning  and  d'e- 
struetion  with  such  as  was  never  heard 
of  in  the  history  of  men,"  thus  fulfilling 
this  prediction  and  many  other  prophecies 
that  are  to  be  found  in  another  book  that 
has  the  reputation  of  being  the  accepted 


anllioi'lly  of  the  Clirisliiui  world  .il  largr'. 
Much  prophetii'  inrorniiilion  of  this  chjr- 
ailer  will  be  found  in  the  follnwlng  refer- 
ences from  that  good  old  book,  the  Bil  le: 
study  them: 

Psalms  K,  ;J4;  Isaiah,  XXXV,  +:  Isiinh 
XL,  0-10;  Matthew  XXIV,  chapter;  I.uke 
XXI,  chu|)ter:  Hevelations.  XIV,  'i-7; 
Uevelations,  VI,   I-  lo  17. 

In  the  5th  chapter  of  St.  .Jolin,  bi'gin- 
ning  at  the  30th  verse,  we  find  the  admo- 
nition to  "search  the  Scriptures  for  in 
them  ye  think  ye  have  eternal  life;  and 
they  are  they  which  testify  of  me."  We 
also  commend  a  careful  search  of  ihe 
Scriptures  as  they  certainly  testify,  noi 
only  of  Jesus  Christ,  His  first  coming, 
His  second  coming,  but  the  signs  that  pre- 
sage his  final  advent,  signs  that  have 
never  been  presented  in  the  "history  of 
men."  Read  the  signs  in  the  clemenls. 
read  them  in  the  politic-al  history  of  man. 
read  them  in  the  religious  history,  marking 
footsteps  of  the  Latter  Day  Saints  as 
they  begun  their  weary  march  across  the 
United  States  from  New  York,  to  the 
great  American  desert,  which  they,  by  the 
aid  of  God,  have  made  the  niecca  of 
the  honest  in  heart  from  all  parts  of  the 
world.  Yes,  search  the  Scriptures  and 
read  the  signs  of  the  times.  The  angel 
has"flown  in  the  midst  of  heaven,  having  i 
the  everlasting  Gospel  to  preach  to  them  j 
that  dwell  on  the  earth  and  to  every 
kindred,  nation,  tongue  and  people."  The 
"loud  voice"  is  reverberating  from  the 
islands  of  the  sea  to  the  north  of  Kurop.'. 
in  Palestine,  and  the  United  States  has 
had,  or  does  have  its  resounding  voice  in 
every  village,   hamlet   and  town. 

"Our  Conference  Presidents"  is  una- 
voidably omitted  this  week. 


The  Star  received  an  invitation  to  at- 
tend a  reunion  of  the  45th  union  of  Sev- 
eniries  at  Provo — wish  we  could  be  there. 


But  these  speak  evil  of  those  things 
which  they  know  not;  but  what  they 
know  naturally,  as  brute  beasts,  in  those 
things  they  corrupt  themselves.  (Jude 
1:10).  


Elders  George  E.  Miles,  of  St.  George, 
and  Hans  Ephraim  .Tensen',  of  Ephraim. 
ba\  e  been  selected  as  counselors  to  Presi- 
dent John  il.  Bunker,  of  the  Kentucky 
conference. 


Brother  S.  P.  Linebough,  of  Bright 
Hope,  Green  county,  Tennessee,  has  writ- 
ten The  Star,  stating  if  there  are  any 
Latter  Day  Saints  seeking  a  place  to  lo- 
cate that  there  is  land  to  be  purchased 
very  cheaply  in  or  near  his  settlement. 
He  is  anxious  to  have  enough  saints  to 
locate  there  to  organize  a  branch.  The 
writer  has  a  house  lying  near  the  public 
road  that  he  will  contribute  for  a  meet- 
ing place,  and  will  take  pleasure  in  fur- 
nishing information  to  those  retiuiring 
any. 


THE    SOUTIIKRN  STAR. 


S5 


Rabbi  Weiss  Objects. 

f.'liattMiicM.ya.    Torin..    Jan.    '."J. 
To  TJie  Olialtanoofa   TiiuoK. 

1\>  read  lUu  (Iel'ens<>  Mr.  Ukh  oHits  I'ii' 
R<*ln'its  lit  TUe  Tlincs  ol  iS'uiwluy,  Jan.  2'J, 
c  tolusli  coiiits  to  llie  fmc  nf  eveiy  iinn 
and  wonisui'  who  csic'ins  fjie  sanctlt.\  irt 
family  iniiily  as  nnd'-i>tii<)d  In  Ihls  ajjo  of 
eulnire  i-i.d  :xivlllz«tli>n.  riiut  rellKloii 
^ou'd  bi'  u»v(l  a&  a  olc-ak  for  sru-li  iitilsanie 
deserve  ibc  (ontcmpt  of  everjcue  who 
hiil'is  lellglun  as  a  holy  spaik  of  div'iie  In- 
spiration. When  IJod  saiv  t'bat  ll  wa*  not 
good  lor  man  to  be  alone  Ho  niadi'  bim  u 
belpuwel.  and  ni.1  lieHinKets.  and  If.  sub- 
scquenlh",  'nor  liavr  bo-^'jine  ijolyganions,  It 
was  tho  animal  Ibal  :jredunilua1.od  In  ilii'U). 
Tbe  auiuiul  iii  Is  aM  of  i:s'-ln  al'l  uianklud 
■but  tbo  more  ouliured.  Ibe  more  i-lvlli/.fU 
we  bei'xMie  'bbe  more  buman  and  less  ani- 
mal we  are. 

Mr.  Itilob  goes  ba<  k  4,0110  years  to  make 
.\brabaiu.  I'avld  juid  .SoUnuon  cHierla  for 
tbls  age,  ibet-aiise  be  seeks  e.\cu->e  for  tl'e 
retention  of  so  niueb  animal  life;  but  wblle 
Albrabam  stands  as  tbe  model  of  s<tead- 
faein«ss  ht  tbu  monotibelslic  God-idea,  H 
does  not  follow  Wiat  be  was  t.be  be^t  man 
tfb©  world  Ciiu  lake  fur  an  rxeniplar  today. 
He  was  tbe  bust  man  in  bis  gL-n-erallou, 
'but  I'lfe  around  ibim  was  so  iuipuru  tbal 
be  bad  none  to  correet,  bis  faults.  WbUe 
Dilvid  was  i-ecognlzed  as  a  good  ruler.  Just 
and  geuerous,  we  would  todjiy  look  for  a 
better  ma:nibuod,  takiug  bis  life  integrally. 
IS'oiomou,  as  a  p(Ht  andj  moralist  anvl  in 
wisdom,  otherwise  far  excelled  all  otber 
kings  and  potennates,  and  in  energy  and 
zea'l  in  erwting  a  temple— a  bouse  of  Gcd — 
be  stood  pre-eminent;  yei  to  say  Cbut  our 
fa.mily  lives  can  be  governed  by  bis  life 
Is  noi  llie  divine  will.  Tbe  life  tbat  na- 
tions ana  p(-op.l■^  led  tben  would  not  bt- 
moral  enong'k  in  our  days,  and  we  would 
not  be  lalcim  iba<;k  to  tbose  dark  and  o'b- 
seure  time*  of  seml-lxinbarous,  irreligious 
and   unoivi.dzed  periods. 

Long  before  tbe  dawn  of  LibrisUaulty  Ibe 
Jews,  tibo  direi-t  rei/ipients  of  divine  order 
of  life,  bad  introdured  uiouugamy  in  tbeir 
religion,  and  wiieu'  tbe  ollsprin'g,  Cbris- 
tiauity,  ibegan  its  career  tibe  same  plan  of 
Conjugal  lite  vvas  pursued.  It  Is  tben  as- 
touii.-'bing  tbat  at  tbis  advanced  stage  of 
cultured  exi^tl■^lee  men  audi  women  should 
Ibe  found  to  make  it  a  religious  act  to  pol- 
lute and  deprave  tbe  family  altar.  It 
sounds  lUdierons,  nay,  profane,  to  oboose 
so  saintJlike  an  argument  tbat  A'bralbam, 
Duvid  and  !:?k>lomon',  as  jurors,  would  ad- 
luii  Kobertti  into  beaveu.  These  ancient 
fat'bt-TS  will  n^it  be  oho.^en  jurors  to  admit 
polygauii>ts  of  ibis  age  to  beaven;  divine 
sublinu-ness  and  beavemy  justice  wili  do 
tine   wurk. 

"Vox  populi,  vox  dvl"  pn-vails  Tb*>  voice 
of  tbe  people  is  the  voice  of  Uod,  and  mill- 
ions upon  millions  of  people  cali  out  tbeir 
disgusl  again.st  people  who  are  governed  by 
lust  and  patsion  lor  many  wives  and  call 
It  religion. 

I  will  not  qualify  myself  to  render  tbe 
verdict  n'bel'her  Kofberts  is  fit  or  unlit  to 
go  10  heaven,  as  Mr.  Rich  argues,  but  1  say 
Mr.  Itoberts  is  not  fit  on  earth  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  sanctum  of  our  tamllies, 
w'lbere  our  young  men  grow  up  to  nuuihood 
and  our  pure  daughteis  to  womanhood. 
Scripture  contains  history  of  debauched 
life,  ibut  nowiiere  in  its  pages  will  we  liud 
any  iujun<ti  in  tbat  ever  made  polygamy  a 
part  of  religion.  Besides,  humanity  formu- 
lates lawt.  to  guide  and'  govern  us  tni'ay, 
and  not  as  peiiple  lived  thousands  of  years 
ago,  and  that  wbicli  is  purer,  better,  sub- 
limer  must  prevail.  L.    Weiss, 

Itabbl  Mizipab  Congregation. 


A  Reply  to  Rabbi  Weiss. 

The  following  article  was  written  in 
answer  to  Rabbi  Weiss'  letter,  but  Tbe 
Times  refuses  to  publish,  on  the  grounds 
that  it  would  savor  of  controversy,  evi- 


(Iciilly  forsetllng,  tliat  if  it  |)artakos  of  the 
dignity  of  a  ■■iniiUdversy,"  it  !.■<  somewhat 
cMii'  si(l»'d.  however,  this  is  to  lie  e.\peelc<l 
when  it  comes  to  anything  ".Mormou." 
I'rcsiilent   Rich  siiys: 

Cliallanoogi,  Tcnn.,  !•  Cb.  4. 
Kililor  Tlie  Times: 

In  your  issue  of  Jan.  30,  1  have  noticed 
an  arlicU'  coiilrilmled  liy  Rabbi  Weiss,  in 
wliieli  lie  sevi^reiy  criticizes  the  iiilerview 
given  by  llie  uiulersigned  to  your  editor 
a  few  days  previously.  As  Ibe  communi- 
cation referred  to  appeared  in  a  depart- 
meul  of  your  paper  known  is  "Tlie  I' or- 
uni,"  wliicli  1  umlerstand  appears  only 
on  Monday  niorniiigs.  i  liiive  deferred 
answering  ilie  same  until  llie  present 
lime. 

There  is  probably  not  another  people 
who  have  existed  in  llie  centuries  of  the 
past,  that  have  sulTereil  more  persecution 
on  account  of  bigotry  and  prejudice,  than 
bive  the  .lews  as  a  nation.  Tlu'y  iiave 
been  scattered  throughout  all  civili/.a- 
lioii,  among  all  the  nations  of  tbe  earth, 
and,  be  it  said  to  their  credit,  ihey 
have  patiently  suffered  the  effects  of  mis- 
representation, and,  uotwithstauiling  ibe 
fact  that  at  times  the  severest  kind  of 
persecution  hid  been  lieaped  upon  them, 
they  have  mainttiined  their  identity  as  a 
nation  and  for,  at  least,  several  centuries 
back  have  not  joined  hands  in  raising  a 
storm  of  persecution  or  prejudice  against 
others.  Perhaps  they  have  suffered  so 
much  through  misrepresentation  tliat  tUcy 
have  gained  extreme  wisdom  ilurmg  tlieir 
journey  through  life,  by  realizing  that 
olhers  who  might  lie  suffering  pcrscculion, 
might  probably  have  been  misrepresented 
and  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  stating 
tbeir  side  of  the  ciuestion,  the  same  as 
were  tbe  Jews  in  ages  that  are  iiast. 
Tliey  are  to  be  admired  for  tlie  nuiiily, 
independent  stand  thy  have  talien  in 
minding  their  own  business,  by  not  luter- 
f(  ring  in  every  Christian  controversy 
which  might  malie  its  appearance  be- 
fore tbe  public  gaze.  Occasionally  one 
who  hungers  and  tliirsts  after  a  little 
cheap  newspaper  notoriety,  will  forget 
for  the  moment  his  people's  past  history 
and  will  join  with  the  persecutors  against 
tlie  persecuted  in  crying:  "Crucify  llimi 
Crucify  Him!"  But  when  such  a  case  pre- 
sents itself,  as  a  rule,  the  greater  ma- 
jority of  the  .Jewish  people  is  not  in 
sympathy  with  such  actions,  and,  there- 
fore, when  some  son  of  Abraham  persists 
in  making  a  show  of  himself,  it  is  not 
right  to  condemn  tbe  people  of  bis  race  for 
tbe  folly  of  the  upstirt.  The  "Mormon" 
creed,  as  delivered  by  the  late  I'resident 
Brigbam  Young,  is  for  "every  man  to 
mind  his  own  business."  If  the  Rabbi 
Weiss  had  a  liltle  of  this  part  of  "Mor- 
monism"  injected  into  his  veins  it  might 
elevate  him  in  the  estimation  of  bis  own 
congregation. 

Now,  Mr.  Editor,  I  desire  in  a  very 
frank  manner,  and  consider  it  my  duty 
so  to  do,  to  present  the  "Mormon"  ([ues- 
tion  before  your  readers  for  tbeir  careful 
and  generous  consideration:  for  Ibe  con- 
sideration of  all  fair  minded  men.  not 
bigots,  who  may  have  the  pleasure  of 
perusing  your  columns.  In  days  gone  by, 
our  people  believed  in,  and  about  '■>  per 
I'cnt.  oC-4.hem  practiced  that  ancient  form 
of  marritge  practiced  by  .\braham,  the 
"father  of  the  faithful"  and  "the  friend 
of  tJod,"  and  by  the  remainder  of  tbe 
ancient  worthies  to  whom  we  are  in- 
debted for  that  sacred  record  found  in 
all  Christian   and  Hebrew   [lulpits  today. 


They  did  not  look  upon  the  Bible  days  a.<i 
.iniong  those  of  |bc  dark  ages  and  they 
luaintain  that  when  professed  religionists, 
be  they  .lewlsb  rabbi.s  or  Christian  min- 
isters, refer  to  tbat  golden  age  as  the 
"dark  days  of  barbarism"  they  not  only 
join  hands  with  Ingersollisni  in  its  at- 
tempt to  overthrow  truth,  but  are  proving 
themselves  less  manly  than  Ingersoll, 
becausi-  ibey  act  the  part  of  hypocrites 
inasmueb  as  they  profess  \m  believe, 
while  Ingersoll  makes  no  such  preteDtions. 
'l"he  ■  .Mormon"  people  do  not  believe  thai 
eve^i  the  blazing  days  of  intelligence 
found  in  this  great  I'Jtb  century,  are  days 
more  enlightened  than  were  those  when 
God  and  His  angles  were  in  the  lubit  of 
walking  and  talking  face  to  face  with 
men  upon  the  earth.  I,et  the  boasted  civili- 
zation of  the  I'Jtb  century  go  to  the  pyra- 
mids of  Kgypt  and  tear  down  those 
mighty  edifices  and  carry  those  ponderous 
blocks  of  stone  back  to  their  original 
resting  places,  before  they  refer  to  the 
age  in  which  those  monuments  were 
buildeil  as  being  dark  and  barbarious.  My 
people  believe  that  Ciod  did  not  select 
adulterers  as  His  friends  and  associates, 
through  whom  He  intended  lo  trinsmit 
His  migbty  revelations  to  His  (  hildreu, 
away  down  ibrougli  the  stream  of  time. 
They  do  not  believe  that  tied  was  actu- 
ated by  animal  passion  when  He,  as  re- 
corded iu  H  Samuel,  xii,  6,  11,  gave  David 
more  wives  than  one.  Neither  do  they 
believe  that  He  permitted  His  holy  and 
righteous  Son,  who  was  to  be  the  Ite- 
deemer  of  mankind  and  the  Savior  of  the 
world,  lo  be  born  of  a  lineage  that  had 
been  corrupt  and  adulterous  from  gen- 
eration lo  generation  before  His  coming. 
When  the  sacred  record  told  them  lint 
"in  nothing  save  in  the  case  of  Uriah,  tiie 
Hittit;-,  "did  David  sin  (1  Kings,  XV,  oj. 
they  took  it  tb.it  Ibe  .Vlniighty  meant  JM>t 
what  He  said  and  was  intelligent  enough 
to  know  what  He  had  comni«uded  David 
to  do  all  things,  "i  bis  is  the  way  the 
"Mormou"  people  argued  and  instead  of. 
as  a  Cliatt.uiooga  gentleman  remarked  the 
other  day,  "taking  wives  on  the  European 
plan,  as  is  the  custom  in  the  Christian 
world,"  they  actually  married  and  took 
care  of  their  wives.  Then  came  the  laws 
of  congress  cnicted  against  th<'  system  of 
marriage  believed  in  by  the  "Mormon " 
church,  which  our  people  contested  in 
the  courts  to  the  best  of  their  ability. 
carrying  the  case  to  the  supreme  court  of 
I  he  United  States  three  or  four  different 
times  and  expending  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  dollars  in  defense  of  what  th.'y 
considered  lo  be  tiieir  constitutional 
rights.  In  these  legal  controver.sies  they 
lost,  the  supreme  court  of  the  nation  de- 
claring that  tbe  laws  against  our  system 
of  marriage  were  ect'stitutioiial.  WHien 
this  was  done,  we  bowed  our  heads  in 
submission  to  the  laws,  having  ever  been 
tirm  and  true  blievers  in  being  subject 
tn  tbe  powers  that  be,  and  the  president 
of  our  church  issued  a  manifesto  pro- 
liibiting  any  further  marriages  in  ojjpo- 
sirion  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 
After  some  eight  or  nine  years.  President 
\A)ronzo  Snow  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
(  hrist  of  letter  Day  Saints,  recently 
issued  a  statement  to  the  world,  in  effect 
that  the  provisions  of  that  manifesto  hi.d 
not  been  broken.  In  his  slatonient.  pres- 
ident  Snow  says: 

"The  situation  in  Utih  is  this:  There 
have  been  no  polygamous  marriages  since 
185)0.  There  is  no  movement  in  the 
idiurch    for   the   revival   of   siu-h    unions. 
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I  am  porsoiiiilly  opiidiicd  to  uiiy  such 
change.  My  iissociatcs  in  llio  I'liiirdi 
unite  with  me  in  tliis  (leteriiiiii.ilinii." 

The  (iiiostion  now  is,  wli.-il  :\vv  men 
like  Bri^hiuu  IT.  Roljorls  lo  do  with  Ihc 
I'lunilips  they  liad  before  (he  laws  in 
question  were  enacted V  It  is  a  problem 
for  statesmen  to  handle  and  not  tor  big- 
ots to  meddle  with.  There  seem  to  be 
two  classes  of  people  in  this  coiuilry  who 
are  showing  interest  in  ithis  unesiion;  one 
desires  that  those  men  who  have  taken 
unto  themselves  more  wives  than  one 
should  pin  the  scarlet  letter  upon  (he 
breasts  of  the  mothers  of  their  chiMien 
and  bastardize  their  own  offspring.  Thi. 
other  class  does  not  coincide  in  such  an 
abominable  policy.  Eablii  Weiss—  a  child 
of  Abraham.  Isaac,  Jacob  and'  l>avid  and 
the  rest  of  the  ancient  polygamists— evi- 
dently belongs  to  that  class  who  would 
have  the  polygamous  families  of  Brigham 
II.  Roberts  and  the  comparatively  few 
we  are  in  the  same  marital  condition, 
cast  out  and  disgraced,  while  I  belong 
to  thait  other  class.  Those  "non-Mor- 
mons" iu  Utah  who  are  not  in  sympathy 
with  this  crusade  against  the  "Mormon" 
people,  started  by  a  certain  combination 
of  newspapers  and  ministers  of  the  giispel, 
and  their  name  is  legion,  maintain  that  if 
let  alone,  the  question  of  polygamy  in 
Utah  will  solve  itself  with  the  passing 
generation. 

The  principle  of  plural  marriage  is  not 
being  taught  by  or  in  the  Church  of  .Tesus 
Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints.  It  should 
not  now  be  an  issue,  but  there  are  those 
who  have  not  as  yet  come  to  an  under- 
standing of  this  grand  fact,  and  as  a 
result  we  have  this  entire  nation  stirred 
to  its  center.  Being  forbidden  by  the 
laws  of  the  land  and  by  the  laws  of  the 
church,  how  would  it  be  possible  for  a 
polygamous  marriage  to  be  solemnized; 

aiianldng  you  for  the  snace  you  have 
kindly  granted  me,  I  desire  to  subscribe 
myself,      Yours  for  justice  and  right, 

Ben  E.   Rich. 


Florida  PMIosoplieir. 

A  geutlemap  who  is  spending  the  win- 
ter at  one  of  our  hotels  saysi  he  spent 
some  time  in  Salt  Lake  City  years  ago, 
and  he  never  saw  a  more  honorable,  up- 
right and  trutMul  people  than  the  Mor- 
mons. The  spirit  of  persecution  against 
them,  however,  were  bitter  and  unseemly 
even  in  the  city  which  they  had  built  in 
the  desert.  The  visitor  wanted  a  Mormon 
book  and  purchased  one  at  a  bookstore 
or  publishing  house,  but  it  was  stolen 
from  him  at  his  hotel.  Just  before  he 
came  east  he  went  to  the  store  and  pur- 
chased another  book,  and  being  warned 
by  the  salesman  that  it,  too,  would  proba- 
bly be  stolen,  he  took  extra  precautions, 
locking  it  in  his  hand  satchel  and  taking 
it  with  him  on  board  the  train,  but  some- 
where en  route  the  book  was  stolen  from 
the  satchel.  It  seems  that  the  enemies 
of  the  ?aints  in  their  venomous  mali>  e 
against  them  did  not  want  any  of  their 
books  to  go  out  to  the  rest  of  the  world, 
and  to  carry  out  their  vicious  designs  did 
not  hesitate  to  commit  crime— a  charac- 
teristic of  all  persecutors  since  the  world 
began.  Is  it  not  strange  that  church  peo- 
ple will  allow  their  sympathies  to  go  with 
mobs  and  approve  of  their  acts:  Are 
such  i)eople  Christians? 


G-old  can  buy  almost  anything  Init  hap 
piness. 


HOW  I  FIRST  HEARD  THE  GOSPEL. 


Miss  lyconorc  1'crvl.s. 
Written  for  Tlie  Sciuthern   Star. 

(Cbuitlmicil'  from   I«.st   wecl;.) 

Sunday  follows  Saturday;  and  it  would 
seem  that  on  this  day  nature  had  arrayed 
licrsclf  with  an  extravagant  hand  .as  if 
in  way  of  atonenu-nt  for  tlu'  "laying  out" 
the  Saints  should  receive. 

As  Elder  Blood  arose  on  that  memora- 
Ide  day  to  address  his  audience,  and  his 
distinct  clear  western  tones  pervaded  the 
atmospl.ere,  there  was  another  sound 
borne  on  the  breeze  from  the  Baptist 
Churc'h 

"Amazing   Grace!     How    sweet    tlie   sound! 
That  saved  a  wretch  like  me,"  etc. 

The  Klders  had  their  audience,  and  they 
were  singing  to  console  themselves. 

To  us  who  were  hearing  "grace"  'twas 
"sweet"  and  very  appropriate,  but  the 
music?  No,  we  were  "living  corpse"  and 
not  "dead,"  hence  we  wanted  i:  .thing 
to  remind  us  of  life— not  a  thin.-  o  make 
us  shudder. 

Services  over  we  repaired  ;i  the  Baptist 
Church,  just  in  time  to  hear  Mr.  Rodgers 
announce  as  his  subject  James  i:27.  He 
closed  up  the  Bible  and  glancing  over  his 
congregation  he  looked  the  picture  of  the 
"frightened  man."  There  were  his  friends 
who  expected  bim  to  prepare  the  "ilor- 
mons"  for  burial.  There  were  the  "Mor- 
mons" ready  to  be  prepared.  He  was  like 
the  man  who  came  suddenly  to  two  roads, 
he  didn't  know  which  to  take.  "Bad"  for 
you,  Mr.  Rodgers,  that  you  by,  Etons' 
aid,  served  the  Saints  as  you  did  that 
day!  He  finished  his  diatriable  discourse 
with  the  usual  bitterness,  after  whicli 
.lohn  Chapman,  a  Baptist,  but  an  honest 
man — God  bless  him!— took  Eider  Blood 
to  the  minister's  stand,  saying:  "You 
have  made  .vour  accusations,  let  this  man 
refute  them! — I  w-as  thinking — but  some 
man  put  my  thoughts  into  words.  'Christ 
before  Pilate!'  "     'Twas  complete. 

Elder  Blood  began  in  a  Saint-like  man- 
ner to  question  Mr.  Rodgers  on  doctrine 
and  other  subjects  of  importance,  but 
that  worthy  was  so  badly  "rattled"  he 
could  not  reply  only  in  a  confused  way. 
He  had  made  assertions  he  could  not  es- 
tablish. The  audience  laughed  at  his  dis- 
comfiture: so  looking  at  me  and  a  few 
other  sure-to-be  Mormons  he  said:  "Y'our 
blood  be  on  your  own  heads."  "I  must 
have  my  dinner."  I  wonder  if  he  knew 
the  Elders  spent  every  Sabbath  in  prayer 
and  fasting?     I  guess  not. 

Ah,  Mr.  Rodgers!  when  I  think  of  you 
as  you  looked  that  day  I  remember  what 
was  said  of  the  "whitened  sepulchere." 
I'c.onouncing  blood  on  one's  head  is  one 
thing — its  falling  there  another. 

Then,  too,  when  I  remember  a  "branch" 
that's  to  be  cut  oft:  and  cast  into  the  fire, 
I  see  the  walls  of  your  old  blackened 
church,  whose  inmates  are  dead — "spirit- 
ually dead" — I  admonish  you  all  to  re- 
pent! 

It  would  seem  that  this  was  enough 
for  an  ordinary  Saint  to  be  subjected  to; 
but  Keysville  was  blessed  with  four  El- 
ders that  day  and  there  were  others  that 
must  see  a  sample  of  the  yoke  they  in- 
tended to  wear.  Consequently  the  Jleth- 
odist  brought  out  their  hired  man.  He 
was  not  frightened,  but  poiitely  walked 
into  the  stand  and  threw  the  Book  of 
Mormon  on  the  pulpit  and  began  to  up- 
braid the  Prophet,  Joseph  Smith,  most 
unmerciful.     Accused  the  Elders  of  "ship- 


|)iiig  girls  lo  Utah,"  and  of  many  olher 
lliiiigs  that  would  have  been  bad  things 
but  for  the  fact  that  Ihcy  were  iU)toriou8 
falsehoods. 

But  V(M-y  few  remained  in  the  house  to 
hc.ir  his  finish.  The  Klders  were  of  that 
fiithful  few.  Poor,  Mr.  Oreenell  God 
has  since  repaid  you  for  some  of  your 
prevarications  uttered  that  day!  1  pity 
you  and  feel  to  ask  (iod  to  instruct  St. 
I'eter  to  let  you  iu  on  the  idea,  "Where 
there's  little  given  there'll  be  little  re- 
quired." 

The  KIdcr.s  claimed  the  evening;  and  in 
a  magnanimous  way  preached  the  Gospel 
and  bore  testimony  with  great  force  to 
the  divinity  of  the  Prophet's  mission. 
The  "spirit"  was  there  and  in  "power" 
that  night! 

But  it  was  destined  that  the  Saints 
should  receive  another  test,  as  if  they 
had  not  been  subjected  to  enough  and 
more! 

They  had  been  pleased  to  accept  of  my 
father's  hospitality,  and  while  wending 
our  way  homeward  two  non-semi-civili/.ed 
reprobates  threw  eggs  at  the  Elders  and 
one  struck  Elder  Blood  on  the  neck.  This 
was  horrible,  but  that  man  walked  along, 
just  as  complacent  as  if  he  had  been 
raised  in  an  "egg-bottle,"  and  I  could  not 
help  but  think  of  "Philip's  stoning,"  and 
wonder  if  I  could  make  a  comparison? 
It  was  a  display  of  a  certain  kind  of  con- 
trol of  one's  self  that  I  had  never  seen 
before.  I  had  seen  ministers  (?)  of  the 
Gospel — so-called — have  boys  arrested  for 
laughing  in  church,  and  if  they  had  been 
struck  with  an  egg,  my!  they'd  have  bad 
them  hanged! 

Yet,  when  Elder  Blood's  friends  wanted 
to  retaliate  he  laughed  at  them.  I  told 
him  in  way  of  condolence — he  needed 
none,  however — that  eggs  were  "splendid 
for  the  hair." 

It  would  seem  by  this  time  if  I  elected 
to  pitch  my  tent  in  Zion's  camp-ground 
I  would  know  what  I  should  be  heir  to, 
and  that  as  a  woman  with  a  "wee  bit 
intellehents"  I  would  abandon  such  a 
course  as  I  had  intended  to  i)ursue,  and, 
if  possible,  avoid  such  contaminating  (?) 
influences.  More  especially  should  I  do 
this  when  it  was  clearly  visible  if  1  went 
as  I  had'  chosen  to  go  I  would  incur  the 
bitter  enmit.v  of  my  friends,  lose  the  es- 
teem I  had  hitherto  commanded  and  sink 
entirely  in  a  degraded  state. 

Yet  I  saw  in  the  meekness  of  these 
lowly  representatieves  a  likeness  of  Him 
so  clearly  depicted,  in  an  old  book  I  had 
been  taught  to  look  to,  lean  and  and  rev- 
erance — a  likeness  in  spirit  to  that  meek 
and  lowly  Jesus! 

I  was  ready  to  go  to  that  Personage 
and  ask  in  the  obedience  of  faith  to  show 
me,  as  He  had  promised,  whether  these 
were  those  whom  He  had  sent  or  not. 
As  I  asked  in  faith  I  was  told  by  inspira- 
tion to  obey  the  commands  I  had  heard 
given  and  I  should  know  of  the  doctrine 
— should  know  for  myself  and  not  another! 
Then  in  obedience  to  His  command,  by 
the  authorit.v  invested  in  His  servant,  I 
was  baptiyed  for  the  remission  of  sin  on 
May  1st.  1S8S,  and  by  the  "laying  on  of 
hands  '  I  did  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost. 

Never  can  I  forget  through  our  unend- 
ing eternity  of  the  divine  feeling  that  per- 
vaded my  soul  when  I  realized  that  I  had 
obeyed  the  command  of  God.  I  was  readj 
to  count  all  things  dross  for  His  sake. 
And,  althougu  I  was  of  the  east  and 
calibre   of   those   "despised   Mormons,"   I 
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felt  a  certain  distinction  that  must  Qver 
aei'oiiipan.y  those  who  are  in  po>;session 
of  this  glorious  ^ift— the  Holy  Uhost. 

There  were  friends  (?)  at  the  water's 
edge  to  see  liow  the  ".Mormons  liai)tized," 
but  what  cared  I  for  tlieir  impiisitive 
gaze— for  their  fingers  of  scorn;  1  had 
been  carried  info  the  water  when  a  girl 
of  14  to  have  i  mock  ceremony  performed 
over  me.  I  was  llwn  accentuated  hy 
goodly  motives,  yet  1  came  not  out  of  the 
water  stamped  a  hypocrite  as  well  as  a 
siniu'r!  I  was  being  led  into  the  water 
l)y  one  with  authority  and  1  came  out  a 
siint.  henceforth  to  walk  in  newness  of 
life. 

In  conclusion  I  will  say:  My  religion  is 
very  obnoxious  to  my  mother,  notwith- 
standing she  thinks  they  should  adopt 
baptism  for  the  remission  of  sin  in  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  that  the  laying  on 
of  hands  is  an  ordinance  they  have  over- 
looked. She  seems  to  forget  that  author- 
ity must   accompany  these  rites. 

My  father  believes  with  all  the  fervor 
of  his  soul  that  the  "Mormons  are  the 
right  ones,"  and  will  on  the  return  of  the 
Elders  to  this  locality  obey  the  commands 
tbey  teach,  are  to  those  who  would  be 
saved. 

My  brother  and  sister  thought  that  1 
had  by  joining  the  Church  of  .Tesns  Christ 
sacrificed  all  claim  to  my  home-rights 
and  deemed  it  expedient  for  me  to  Inave 
my  home.  I  realized  that  the  way  of  the 
.Saint  must  be  humble  and  I  romp'i'-d 
with  their  wishes.  Yet  by  prayer  and 
faith  in  God  they  have  been  brought  to 
repent  of  their  linsty  and  unrighteous 
conduct.  And  T  am  now  installed  'neath 
the  shades  of  the  paternal  roof. 

While  away  from  home  I  was  cast  in 
a  community  where  foes  of  the  (gospel 
"-ere  on  every  side,  vet  T  am  gratified  that 
the  snirit  never  left  me  comfortless,  but 
assisted  me  in  proclaiming,  if  in  a  weak 
way.  the  Oospel  of  our  T.-ord  and  blaster. 

On  my  return  home.  T  find  the  S'in's. 
though  few  in  number,  are  living  vp  to 
the  standard  and  boldlv  testifying  to  t'le 
power  of  CJod.  We  are  counted  as  heath- 
ens here,  yet  when  we  compare  our  nre?- 
ent  state  to  that  of  our  past  we  reioice 
and  thnnk  Crod  for  His  b'e^sin-'S  nnd  if 
this  is  the  heathen's  path  we  will  •"on- 
tinue  it  to  the  finish.  We  have  received 
ample  invitations  to  return  to  the  differ- 
ent societies  we  were  formerly  connected 
with,  hut  have  asked  them  if  they  had 
other  than  a  sounding  brass  and  tinklin'-r 
symbol  to  greet  us.  Tliey  do  not  as  vet 
realize  that  we  are  those  who  are  mt 
driven   by  every   wind  of  doctrine. 

To  be  able  to  bear  testimony  to  th" 
truth  in  the  religion  of  .Tesus  Christ  as 
restored  through  the  instrumentnlity  of 
the  Prophet  .Joseph  Smith  is  the  most 
glorious  privilege  T  have  ever  known,  and 
may  God  speed  the  day  when  every  son 
and  daughter  of  this  proud,  wisdom- 
boasted,  sin-benighted,  yet  beloved  •"'outh- 
land,  may  accept  and  bear  testimony  to 
the  same. 


Klders  Willard  Baxter  and  .Tames  .''tew- 
art,  of  Wellsville.  returned  Tuesday  from 
Manitoba.  Canada,  where  they  have  spent 
the  last  two  years  in  missionary  work. 
They  report  a  successful  and  pleasant 
mission. — Logan  .Tonmal. 


When    industry    goes    out    of   the    door 
poverty  comes  in  at  the  window. 


MILLENNIAL  STARLINGS. 

A  conference  of  Latter  D.iy  Saints  w.is 
held  in  the  A'estry  hall,  I'cnnywell  Itoad. 
liristol,   on   Sunday,  ,Ian.   I."),   ISli). 

There  were  present:  Klders  Thtte  I>. 
I.ymau  and  Henry  \V.  Xaisbilt,  the  pres- 
idency of  the  European  mission;  Elder 
Haymond  Knight  and  Sisters  Inez 
Knight  and  l.iza  Cliipman.  of  the  London 
conference:  President  K.  R.  Dwcn  .ind 
I'Jdcr  .Foseph  Davis  of  tlie  Welsh  ron- 
ference:  Presiilent  Thomas  Ash  and  Elder 
'I'homas  Phillips,  of  the  Rirmingham  con- 
ference; President  Herbert  L.  .lames  and 
all  the  traveling  Elders  of  the  Bristol 
conference:  also  Elder  William  R.  Hlack- 
more,  a  visitor  from  Alberta,  t  anada. 

President  H.  L.  .Tames  made  a  few 
opening  remarks  on  the  work  done  during 
the  past  year,  briefly  referring  to  the 
opposition  and  persecution  the  Klders, 
md  also  the  saints,  in  Uristol  had  en- 
dured: expressing  his  opinion  that  in- 
stead of  hindering  the  work,  the  Anti- 
Jlormon  League  in  Bristol  had  aided 
very  materially  in  bringing  it  before  the 
people  and  causing  many  to  investigate 
who  might  otherwise  never  have  heard 
of  it.  He  stated  that  prospects  looked 
liright  aheid  for  the  year  just  begun. 

Remarks  were  made  by  President  I.y- 
nian.  Eider  Raymond  ICnight.  Sister  Inez 
Knight  and  President  H.  W.  Xaisbitt. 

The  following  named  Elders  were  sus- 
tained in  their  respective  districts:  John 
('.  Webb.  .Toseph  E.  Ward.  Tjoren-'o  .T. 
Hiddock,  CJeorge  Glover,  Thomas  W 
Dimond.  Eiias  W.  Doncy  and  Elias  d. 
Gardner  in  the  Bristol  district;  A.  P.  B;il- 
linger,  Edwin  T.  Wood  and  E.  G.  Ralph 
in  the  Cheltenham  district:  Francis  S. 
Humphreys.  Thomas  Nichols.  .Tolm  W. 
(j;bok  :ind  George  A.  Mills  in  the  Stroud 
•listrict:  Louis  Eayter  in  the  South  Devon 
district. 

The  following  statistical  report  for  the 
past  six  months,  ending  Dec.  .'^1.  ISO^J, 
was  then  read:  Missionaries  from  Zion — 
Seventies,  1.^:  Local  Priesthood — Elders. 
i:  Priests.  2:  Deacons.  3:  members.  !I5: 
total,  exclusive  of  mi'^sionaries,  1(15 
Tracts  distributed— from  door  to  door, 
l!>,0-il:  in  open-air  meetings  and  other- 
wise. 7.07.'?.  Books  dis  :'buted— sold.  IS: 
loaned.  T3'^'  given  iway.  -40;  strangers' 
houses  visited — with  first  tract  only,  7,519; 
by  first  invitation.  .S02;  by  re-invitation. 
.'>70:nospel  conversations.  2.106.  !\reet- 
ings  held — hall.  II.t:  cottage.  ."^8:  out-door. 
SO;  Sunday  sr-hool.  21;  ^lutual  Improve- 
ment classes.  24;  Book  of  Mormon 
classes,  l.S:  Priesthood  meetings,  2:  Bap- 
tisms. 10:  confirmations.  10;  ordinations 
f>;  children  blessed — of  church  membe"S. 
1;  of  non-members,  1:  emigrated  over  S 
yeirs  old.  2:  new  Star  subscribers  se- 
cured, 5. 

Some  little  disturb;inre  was  created  at 
both  afternoon  and  evening  sessions  bv 
members  of  the  Anti-Mormon  League  ask- 
ing questions  and  endeavoring  to  take  a 
hand  in  the  speaking,  but  Presidents 
Owen  and  Xaisbitt  who  had  the  floor 
at  the  time  proved  themselves  masters  of 
the  situation  and  the  disturbance  was 
only  temporary  and  did  not  win  any  credit 
or  renown  for  the  leigue. 

The  attendance  was  very  good,  consider- 
ing the  weather  which  was  very  unfav- 
orable all  day.  the  audience  numbering 
,aOO  or  more  in  the  evening,  and  the  com- 
mon verdict  among  the  saints  and  their 


friends  was  tint  wc  had  a  good  confer- 
once.  One  thing  that  helped  very  ma- 
terially to  produce  this  happy  coiulition  of 
things  w;is  the  ccdd  luncn  ami  "lea''  pro- 
vided in  the  hall,  and  great  praise  Is  dm- 
the  saints  at  the  conference  house,  and 
others  who  so  kimlly  and  f.iithfully  as- 
sistetl  th(  in  in  |iic'i)aring  the  good  things 
of  this  life  to  refresh  and  sustain  the 
"inner   man." 

In  the  evening  a  social  g.atlicring  of  the 
saints  ami  I  heir  friends  was  held  in  the 
same  hall,  when  the  time  passeil  ver.v 
pleasuitly,  and  all  too  <piickly,  in  smigs. 
recitations,  sjieeches,  etc.,  a  fitting  fin  le 
to  a  very  pliasaut  and  pmHtable  ( on- 
ference — the  first  ludd  in  Bristol  for  four- 
teen years  past.  I  am  reminded  that  that 
was  not  the  winiling  up  s;cne  however, 
for  our  friends  of  the  .\nti-Mornion 
Eeague,  fearing  that  we  were  having  t<io 
good  a  lime  and  that  things  were  coming 
our  way  a  little  too  innch  and  too  fav- 
orably, would  not  let  us  rest  in  [leaceful 
enjoy nu'iit  of  our  well-earned  laurels,  but 
mustered  their  forces  on  Wednesday  and 
Thursday  evenings  and  sm;ishcd  nearly 
every  pane  of  glass  in  the  front  of  the 
house. 

The  police,  after  being  made  to  realize 
the  situation,  gave  us  efficient  aid  and 
protection,  so  that  no  one  was  injured, 
though  it  was  a  new  and  uniilcasant  ex- 
perience for  the  President  of  the  mission 
and  other  visiting  Elders  to  have  to  take 
vcfuge  in  the  police  station. 


Florida  Pliilosopher. 

Tlie  unholy  tirade  against  the  Mormons 
might  as  well  cease,  as  penple  mdy  show 
their  own  ignorance  by  tradan-ing  tliem. 
and  virtually  become  persenitors  of  a 
Christian  church.  No  man  or  wonvan'  in 
this  day  of  enlightemnent  should  do  it. 
Let  the  gc«pel  have  free  course  from 
whatever  honest  source  it  conies.  The 
lawless  mobs  in  Ohio,  Illinois  and  Missou- 
ri which  engaged  in  bloody  persecutions  to 
drive  them  away  from  their  homes  years 
asro,  compelling  them  to  take  refuge  in 
the  resort,  were  mere  dogs  compared-  with 
the  Mormons,  and  those  persons  who  at 
this  late  diay  approve  of  these  bloody  acts 
are  no  better.  Either  this  or  they  ar" 
very  ignorant  on  the  subject. 


BECAUSE. 

riy   Bliza   K.    Pvtmrr. 
From    tlw  Citlinlic    Herald. 
Becmise    sotop    grain    in    tlic    harvest    yield 

F^ll  short  of  wlhat  we  expe^'teil. 
Will    we    forget    tlie    crop    of   another    llekl 

.\nd   the   gr.ain   we   there  collected? 

Beoau.^e  one  rose,  on  a  grand  tc^^  tree. 

Hne.  hy  a  canker,  fonl.  tieen  blightert. 
W'll  all   tlie  ros'P^  that  rn  it   "C  see 

In   their  heau  teens  Woom.  he  sligihted; 

Bc-ause  we  see.  hrouglit  dnwn  by  a  storin, 
Tlie  oak    wp   playfd    under   im  childliood. 

Will  the  forest  lose.  fiiT  n-s.  all  its  charm— 
We  no  more  find  joy  in  the  wildwooci? 

Brcaiise.    sometimei^,    clouds       ohscuTC    the 
sbv— 

Veil  from'  as  itsi  bright  azure. 
Win  we  fall,  when  the  clouds  have  gone  by. 

To  gize  en   its  beauty  with  pleasure' 

Because  we  see.  in  a   iiolile  hand. 

A  weik  and  orriiiiS  lirotlier. 
Will  we  s^orn  the  i-es!— good  and  pure,  ami 

.MI  cur  love  fnr  tliern   sniotlier? 

Bi^cnu-e  the  Savior  fnund  one  of  His  own 

Weak  enough  to  dtony  Him. 
Wi'l    we  forget    'liat   others  had  shown 

Tlioir  zeal— to  the  hist  stood  by  HiniV 

Becanse  we   see.   .sometimes  ini  life. 

A  love  dear  te  the  heart  perish. 
Will    fhe    Invp    that's    true    tliro'    nil    lifi^'s 
strife— 

Oil!  that,   wiili  we  fall  to  cherish? 

Oh!  tlhe  good,   the  henntifni.  the  tnie, 

Tyet   us.   friends,    admire  ever: 
\,'.i    roirenilicr,    if  fnl.ce  are  a    few. 

Many  are  true  and  clever. 
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KUlor  R.  T.  Mitchell  of  the  East  Ten- 
nessee I'uuferenee  who  is  suporiiitendent 
of  the  Sunday  sehools,  has  >vritten  x  nice 
account  of  his  pleasant  time  at  Christmas 
with  the  Woolf  Valley  branch  of  the 
schools,  but  the  communication  was  lost, 
and  has  .inst  been  found.  He  and  Elder 
A.  H.  Thorn,  evidently  had  a  very  pleas- 
mt  time  in  a  "neatly  kept  church,  built  by 
the  «Saints  and  dedicated  just  a  year  ago." 
He  says  a  good  spirit  prevails  there,  as- 
suring orve  lof  the  frequent  visits  of 
angels.  The  singing  and  general  pro- 
cedure is  such  as  to  make  one  feel  as  if 
he  were  home,  were  it  not  for  the  vast 
area  intervening  between  Tennessee  and 
Utah.  Of  the  work  tbere  he  says: 
The  classes  having  completed  their  les- 
sons a  programme  was  rendered,  by  the 
primary  and  intermediate  departments, 
the  little  ones  from  4  to  10  years  eime 
forward  in  response  to  their  calls  and 
gladdened  our  ears  by  reciting  in  a  manner 
that  would  have  been  a  credit  to  children 
of  twice   their   age. 

After  presenting  the  children  with  a 
package  of  candy,  thus  throwing  1  ray 
of  brightness  across  many  a  little  boy  and 
girl's  heart,  he  closes  by  saying: 

The  Sunday  school  here  is  a  credit  to 
the  T.atter  Day  Saints  and  is  nccom- 
plisbing,  in  a  great  measure,  the  purpose 
for  which  Clod  ordained  so  needful  an  or- 
ganization. "Would  that  every  branch  had 
such  a  one,  surely  then  the  rising  genera- 
tion of  Israel  would  be  a  ligbt  to  ill  the 
world  and  able  to  bear  on  the  glorious 
T>atter  work. 

May  heaven's  peaceful  blessing  be  with 
all  the  sabbath  schools  of  the  southern 
mission,  in  trying  to  follow  the  light  that 
shines  from  Anderson  county,  Tennessee. 


Missionary  Experience. 

(Bv   EId«T   R.    Adams    Bo!in .1 
Wilmington.  N.  f.,  .Tan.  2S.  1,S09. 
Wirltten  for  The  ISouthern'  Star. 

As  we  are  engaged  in  city  work.  1 
thouarht  a  word  from  these  remote  regions 
would  not  be  amiss,  so  herewith  give  a 
brief  account  of  our  labors. 

Knrly  in  December.  ISO.'*,  accompany- 
ing President  Swensen  T  entered  this  city. 
Timmediately  we  set  about  to  establish 
headquarters  for  the  conference.  This 
flnne.  we  began  to  canvass  with  books. 
Thus  we  labored  until  Dec.  29,  when 
President  Swensen  left  to  visit  the  El- 
ders throughout  the  conference.  I  re- 
sumed work  with  Elder  Albert  E.  Huish 
ef  Spring  Lake,  Utah,  who  arrived  the 
same  day  from  Colon,  N.  C. 

Astir  from  morning  till  night,  we  have 


done  the  office  work  and  canvassed  the 
business  i>art  of  town. 

Our  expetience,  viewed!  from  many 
standpoints,  has  been  interesting  and  va- 
ried. The  other  day  while  canvassing 
we  entered  a  store,  approached  one  of 
the  clerks,  explained  our  errand,  and,  af- 
ter a  brief  conversation,  requested'  him  to 
purchase  a  Voice  of  Warning.  "I  have 
no  change  with  me  at  present;  call  in  to- 
morrow and  I'll  take  one."  "You  m.ay 
take  the  book  now  and  we'll  come  tomor- 
row and  get  the  pay  as  .vou  suggest." 
"Alrigbt."  said  he.  We  bade  him  good- 
d'ay,'  thinking  this  a  bargain.  On  return- 
ing the  next  day,  imagine  our  astonisih- 
meut  when  the  gentleman  abruptly  said: 
"Here's  your  book.  I  read  Stenhouse's 
'History  of  the  .Mormon'  last  night  and 
I  don't  want  any  literature  of  such  a  set 
of  people."  "Then  you  prefer  Stenhouse 
to  what  we  ourselves  say  about  our  belief 
and  practices,"  was  our  quick  reply. 
"Yes,  sir,"  he  responded.  We  were  not 
slow  in  producing  an  excerpt  from  Mr. 
Phil  Robinson's  writings,  which  apprised 
the  gentleman  of  the  very  untrustworthy 
character  of  the  literature  in  which  he 
reposed  such  confidence. 

In  a  brief  account  of  the  travels  of  the 
Mormions,  the  cause  which  hastened  their 
untimely  exodus,  their  trials,  sufferings, 
etc.,  we  proved  that  the  book  he  possessed 
was  in  fact  "unworthy  of  honest  respect." 
In  the  meantime  a  third  person  entered 
the  store.  Becoming  interested  in  the 
conversation  which  had  turned  to  the 
Book  of  Mormon,  the  figured  greatly  to 
the  chagrin  of  the  man  who  refused  to 
take  the  Voice  of  Warning. 

"Do  you  sell  that?"  (meaning  the  Book 
of  Mormon)  he  asked.  We  informed  him 
affirmatively,  whereupon  he  made  the 
purchase  and  immediately  procured  the 
promise  of  the  others  to  read  the  book. 

We  rejoice  in  our  labors  and'  are  very 
grateful  that  we  have  been  counted 
worthy  to  labor  and  minister  in  the  or- 
dinances of  the  Gospel  Christ. 

A  Letter, 

Elder  G.   W.   Gwyn,   (Local.) 

Smyrna,  Tenn.,  .Ian.  27,  ISttt). 
To  the  Southi'mi  iStar. 

As  there  is  a  goodly  number  of  Elders 
traveling  from  door  to  door  in  the  .South- 
ern States,  eagerly  proclaiming  the  >tOS- 
pel  Of  a  risen  Kedeemer,  undoubtedly 
they  come  in  contact  with  some  who  le- 
gard  our  Elders  as  not  being  gentlemen. 
For  why,  they  know  not;  only  just  be- 
cause you  are  from  T'tah.  Thinking  per- 
haps a  brief  aci-uunt  of  our  trip  to  the 
West  would  be  the  means  of  doing  some 


good,  we  herewith  give  you  the  same: 

My  home  for  the  past  twenty  years  or 
more  has  been  a  resting  place  for  the 
Elders  of  Zion.  During  this  time  we  have 
formed  the  acquaintance  of  quite  a  num- 
ber of  Elders,  each  expressing  that  we 
must  pay  them  a  visit  some  day.  Finally 
we  decided  to  go.  So  on  Oct.  31.  ISU*^. 
in  company  with  my  wife  and  youngest 
daughter,  we  left  our  Southern  home — 
Smyrna,  Tenn. — for  the  West.  After 
having  an  enjoyable  time  on  our  way.  W" 
arrived  safely  at  Salt  Lake  City.  Nov. 
4 — a  complete  surprise  to  my  mother,  still 
at  the  same  time  she  siid  it  would  do 
We  had  not  been  there  loner  I'ntil  some 
of  the  Elders  whom  we  were  intimately 
ncquninted  with,  namelv;  Brigham  H. 
Boberts,  President  Snow's  ^on,  and  many 
others,  found  out  that  we  were  in  the 
city.  They  immediately  began  to  make 
our  visit  as  enioyable  as  anvore  could 
a.sk  for.  We  were  invited  to  dinners, 
suppers  and  to  attend  different  entertn'n- 
ments,  which  we  enjoyed  very  much.  We 
made  the  best  use  of  everv  opportunity. 

After  spending  a  few  nights  in  Salt 
Lake  Citv  we  visited  the  beautiful  city 
of  Bountiful.  Here  we  were  asram  ro'- 
allv  entertained  by  Flders  and  friends. 

Next  we  proceeded  to  Fairvi^w.  San 
Pete  County.  Here  we  were  again  made 
risht  at  home,  and  we  hnd  a  regu'ar  jolli 
fication.  The  kindness  shown  to  us.  both 
by  Elders  and  friends,  will  long  be  re- 
membered. 

During  our  short  stay  in  Fairview  1 
was  very  favoriblv  impressed  with  it 
owing  to  thp  beautiful  surroundings  and 
the  good  Christian-like  bearing  of  the 
people.  The  morals  of  this  place  were 
exceptionally  good  While  we  were  there 
I  don't  remember  he.iring  one  profane 
word  or  see  any  one  using  tolH  co.  Wi  u'd 
to  Ood  all  places  were  more  like  it. 

.^fter  having  a  very  enjoyaole  time,  and 
feelinir  fully  repaid  for  our  visit,  we 
started  and  arrived  safely  at  our  South- 
ern home  once  more.  Jan.  15,  1899. 

Trusting  that  the  "Star"  wiU  ever 
prove  to  be  a  potent  factor  in  carrying  on 
this  great  Later-Day   work. 


Deseret  News. 

Traveling  Elders  are  notified'  that  the 
"Semi-Weekly  News"  is  only  sent  to  mis- 
sionaries by  order  of  the  various  presi- 
dents of  the  missions  in  which  they  are 
laboring;  all  requests  for  the  "News" 
must  therefore  come  through  them.  Presi- 
dents of  missions  are  requested  to  uotifj' 
us  promptly  when  new  missionaries  begin 
their  labors  or  when  changes  in  addresses 
are  to  be  made. 


